


EXT A DONATI ON DROPOFF - DAY 1

We hear sounds of a trashbag | anding inside a donation box.
FADE IN. JOY is placing a black trashbag i nside a donation
drop off. Her friend VANESSA is in the car with her.

VANESSA
Where do you even get all these
cl ot hes?

JOY

Some of ny own, sone of
brot hers, anything that doesn't get
claimed in the [ ost and found?

VANESSA
Who does this even hel p?

JOY
People in need, they take this to
the city and give themout to kids
who need them

VANESSA
| don’t see how you keep all this
charity stuff. | guess it’s good
and all.

JOY

Be | ucky that you don’'t depend on
this to live. Sone people are in
need and | love to help themout, |
suggest you do the sane.

VANESSA
O, ok, cal mdown. No need to
| ecture. You' re buying ne dinner,
right?

JOY
| guess-

CUT to title screen saying "Light in the Dark Gty".
EXT RYAN S HANGOUT - DAY 2

RYAN and ADAM are hangi ng out. ADAM i s dri nking sone
al cohol .

ADAM
Yo want to snoke?
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RYAN
No, not right now. Gotta be
sonmewhere in a little bit.

ADAM
What’ s up?

RYAN
Gonna get sone noney.

ADAM
From who?

RYAN
Ceorge, asshole owns ne al nost a
$100 and I’ m not pl ayi ng around
wi th hi manynore.

ADAM
G ve hima break.

RYAN
l’mtired of messing around with
this

ADAM
He' Il pay you back soon, don’'t
Wor ry

RYAN

Can | trust hinf Because if | keep
letting this shit go by people are
going to wal k all over ne.

ADAM
Nobody is going to walk all over
you-

RYAN

Shut the hell up. I"mlosing ground
in this business and letting people
go wth these kind of debts isn't
going to get ne anynore. |’ m not

t he nost threatening | ooking guy
and | gotta prove that I'mwth it.
Now I’ m going to go and nmeke sure
Ceorge pays his noney back and if
you gotta problem try and stop ne.

ADAM

Chill out a bit, guy s on tough
tinmes-

( CONTI NUED)
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RYAN
Not ny probl em

ADAM
Yo, wait, hey!

RYAN exi ts.
EXT GEORGE' S SPOT - DAY

GEORCGE and NOAH are sitting back, nessing around with the
area, being a punk. W cut to RYAN who is wal ki ng towards
t hem briskly. He makes his way there and GEORGE and NOAH

notice him

RYAN
How you doi ng boys?
NOAH
Who the hell is the punk?
GEORGE
Ah shit.
RYAN
Got sonme noney in your pocket?
GEORGE
Ryan, sl ow down.
RYAN
100 is a | ot noney.
GEORGE
Better step back.
RYAN
The hell you gonna do?
GEORGE
" m not playing.
RYAN
Seriously, who do you think you
are?
NOAH

Step back, we’'ll pay you

GEORGE
Nah, we ain't payin him
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RYAN
Hel | yeah you are.

CUT to JOY who is also in the area, picking up trash and
smling at passerbyers. She | ooks to see GEORGE and RYAN
about to fight. CUT back.

GEORGE
St ep back

RYAN
How about you?

NOAH
St ep back

RYAN
Get the-

CEORGE punches RYAN and knocks himto the ground. JOY sees
this and starts running. GEORGE and RYAN tussle and soon
NOAH comnes over and starts kicking RYAN. RYAN i s knocked
down again and is kicked about until JOY cones over and
stops it.

NOAH
Get his wallet! Get his wallet!

GEORCGE and NOAH run of f while JOY hel ps RYAN out.

RYAN
Get the hell off.
JOY
You' re bl eeding, let ne help.
RYAN
St op!
JOY
Look, I'mnot going to let you
suffer.
RYAN
| can take care of ny own-
JOY
And it wouldn’t hurt if | patch you
up. Seriously, |I’mgood and you're

good too.

RYAN submits to her pleading and lets her clean up his
wounds.



4

EXT S| DEWALK - DAY

JOY and RYAN are wal ki ng side by side down the sidewal k,

t al ki ng.

It is getting darker

JOY

So, what was up with all of that?
RYAN

Not hi ng.
JOY

Oh so you randomy got in a fight,
no reasoni ng what soever?

RYAN
Yeah.

JOY
| doubt it.

RYAN

And what the hell is up with you?

JOY
What do you nean?

RYAN
VWho the hell wal ks around here and
acts |li ke the damm anbul ance?

JOY
It’s the least | could do to help.

RYAN
Wy woul d you want to hel p?

JOY
| want to make this world a better
pl ace.

RYAN
VWw, how cli che.

JOY
|’msorry that | actually care.
What do you do?

RYAN
You know what? | do drugs. | sel
drugs. | spray graffiti, beat
peopl e up, take their noney. Soon

enough, I’mgoing to own this town.

( MORE)
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RYAN (cont’ d)
Control all the trafficking that
goes on, run gangs and have
people’s lives in ny hand.

Joy
Way woul d you want to control a
city that's already destroyed. A
city that you destroyed.

RYAN
| grew up here. It ruined nme. Now
|’ mgoing to nmake sure that it
burns to the ground. Now | don’t
know why the hell you keep
foll owing nme around but | suggest
you go away. | don’t need my nom
| ooki ng over mny shoul der.

JOY
| just want to make this city
shine. Why can’t you just accept
t hat .

RYAN
What’' s your nane?

JOoYy
Joanne, but ny nicknanme’ s Joy.

RYAN
How fitting. Well my nane’s Ryan
and you can | eave ne the hel
al one.

RYAN exits. JOY wal ks away and finds Ryan’s wallet thrown to
the ground from NOAH and GEORCE earlier. She | ooks at where
RYAN wal ked of f to.

EXT RYAN S HANGOUT - DAY 5
RYAN wal ks back up to ADAM who's passed out.

RYAN
Wake up.

ADAM
Yo what the hell! (Realligns his
t hought s) What happened?

RYAN

Ceorge’s a big guy. He, uh, got a
bit rough.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

ADAM
| told you. You keep prancing
around and you get your ass ki cked.

RYAN
They took ny wall et.

ADAM
| don’t know how we’re going to-

RYAN
| can al nbst guarantee that they’|
be at the grind, we can catch them
t here.

ADAM
W're not really big guys.

RYAN
W'l pick up Nico and then we can
head over there, take it back. |
need everything in there, let’s
just hope they’'re only wanting the
cash.

ADAM
| don’t want to get involved.

RYAN pul I s out a knife.
EXT PARKI NG LOT - DAY 6

JOY is one the phone with VANESSA. She has her keys out and
is wal king to her car.

VANESSA
So these guys were fighting?
JOY
Yeah.
VANESSA
And you tried to break it up?
JOY
Well it’s not a big deal -
VANESSA
You coul d’ve gotten hurt, what the

hel | Joy!
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JOY
The poor ki d-

VANESSA
He’s a thug, he just snokes weed
and screw around! He’'s going to get
his ass ki cked sone other tine,
there’s no point.

JOY
He’ s a human.

VANESSA
This didn’'t happen at The Gi nd,
didit?

JOY
The Gind? (She takes out the
wal | et)

VANESSA

It’s the place where all the edgy
ki ds hang out after school.

JOY
VWher e?

VANESSA
Around the C ear Crossing drainage
ditch.

JOY
Oh ok, well | got to go.

VANESSA
Pl ease, be safe.

JOY
Don’t worry.

JOY hangs up.
EXT THE GRIND - DAY 7

GEORCGE and NQOAH are hanging around the grind, talking. Sone
ki ds are nessing around and causing trouble. Cut to ADAM
NI CO and RYAN hangi ng near by, ready to go.

RYAN
We gotta hold them up and catch
t hem by suprise and then take the
wal |l et and | eave. This isn’'t just
about the wallet, this is also

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

RYAN (cont’ d)
about show ng t hem whose boss. |f
George or Noah has any cash on
them we take it. Let’s nake it
cl ean.

CUT to JOY who is quickly wal king towards the area. CUT back
to NOAH and GEORGE | aughing. CUT to RYAN and his crew
sneaking to the area. They hide and nove forward until they
are right on GEORGE and NOAH. CUT back to JOY who sees RYAN,
ADAM and NI CO pop up.

RYAN
Hands up.

GEORGE
You sticking us up?

RYAN
Where’s ny wall et?

GEORGE
| don’t got it.

RYAN
Then where the hell is it?

GEORGE
| tossed it, not too far from when
we ki cked your ass.

RYAN
Adam check his pockets.

NOAH
Yo we ain’t got your wallet.

RYAN
Wel | you got our cash.

NOAH
C non-

GEORCGE punches ADAM and knocks hi m down. NOAH busts out and
hits RYAN. The background peopl e begin cheering the fight

on. GEORCGE knocks RYAN back and they fight. N CO knocks NOAH
out and RYAN takes the knife and cuts GEORGE. CGEORCE runs
of f along with NOAH and everyone begins to scatter. JOY runs
in and hel ps RYAN out who al so got cut.

RYAN
He' s got our noney!

( CONTI NUED)
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JOY

Your wallet’s right here-
RYAN

VWat the hell, let off!
JOY

You' re bl eedi ng-
RYAN

| need the noney!
JOY

Ryan st op.
RYAN

What the hell, they got away!
JOY

We need to-
RYAN

|’mso tired of you comng into
save nme! How d you even know | was
her e?

JOY
| just-

RYAN
Who do you think you are?

JOY
| brought your wallet back-

RYAN
Ok great, but why do you keep
foll owi ng nme around?

JOY
Because | care.

RYAN
And | don’t. You' re not maeking this
any better! You' re-you're just the
light, in this dark city, this city
that will be forever dark. You
can’'t change it. Now | eave ne
al one- just |eave. Please.

JOY
k.

( CONTI NUED)
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ADAM
Ryan-
RYAN
Shut the hell up Adam
NI CO
Yo, if you ever want to fix nme up-
RYAN
Ni co, you too!
JOY
Bye Ryan. There’'s so nuch out there
for you.
RYAN

Cut it with your cheesy bullshit!
EXT A DONATI ON DROPOFF - DAY

VANESSA is sitting in Joy' s car as she drops off donation
cl ot hes.

VANESSA
Two i n one week? Ww.

JOY
We managed to pull a big donation
yesterday. Enough for a whol e bag.

VANESSA
Say, what happened after | called
you yest er day.

JOY
Not hi ng. Nothing at all.

VANESSA
You’ re obviously hiding sonething
but I"mnot going to dig. So you're
going to buy ne sone Wendy’ s?

JOY
No, pay for yourself.

VANESSA
Wait, what?



12.

EXT THE ROOF OF A BU LDI NG - DAY 9

RYAN st ands at the edge of a building, |ooking around. He
exam nes the sight and | ooks down. The canera pans. He | ooks
like he is about to junp but backs up and falls to the
ground of the roof and |ays there, contenplating the course
of his life.

FADE OUT



